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25X1 e churches of Leninakan (N 40=48, E L3-50), as well as in surrounding
willages,have been closed for a long time, The churches in the rural
areas are now used as storage spdce for wheat and vegeiables, The former
churches in leninskan aPe used by the military for thelr own purposes
and sentries guard ‘them, In splte of the ban oh churdh asérvices, sometlmen

religious services are vonducted secrstly in private homes. | ] 25X1
25X1 90 per cent of the peasanis in the villxgas are religicus, €
4 has been trying to gonvince the religfous elemérits that their “
God 1s not & god and that Stalin is dotually God. The government is
partioularly concentrating on the children in this respect. &8 an example
25X1 of the method used by the government| |
One day during school in one village aIl tha childran wers assembled for
&8 olkss in religion, The shildren wers told that ‘Stalin is God. The
teacher asked the children if their God had ever ﬁnn them bread whan
they Wers hungry and had prayed to Eim for 1%, on the teacher went on and
told them that he would prove to them that Sialin and not thelr God waw
the only one who sould answer thelr praysts, The teacher then asked the
‘  children to look Up and pray aloud in unison to God to send them bread,
Nothing happenéd, Next the teacher ssked them toc pray to Stalin and
ask him to send them tread, When the children had done so,a trap door
in the classroom ceiling opensd and loaves of bread fell out, It sesms
that to prepare ‘this lesson in religion the teacher with the help of a
loocal officlal rigged the above-mentioned trap door. A cord led from
the ineide out to the yard where the cocoperating official oculd pull the
oord and,thus, open the trap door, On hearing the prayer to Stalin he
pulled the oord and the loaves of bread came tumbling down,
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